Worship 9:00am
Sunday School
9:45am

A Message from the Council President
Happy New Year to you all!
With the New Year we are looking forward to change in our church-new beginnings!
We have already begun our Four Phase Call Process.

Phase One starts with Pastor Chris's departure. We wish Pastor Chris and his family
God's blessings on his new beginnings.

Wanamingo Lutheran Church

JANUARY 2022

The next step is the selection of an interim pastor. The transition time pastor helps
guide the council and congregation through this 6 month-1 1/2 year transition time.
The Executive Committee has met with the Assistant to the Bishop who helped guide
us in choosing a candidate to be our transition time pastor.
We have already interviewed a transition time pastor. We looked for someone who
had experience in this process, had worked with multiple congregations, enjoyed
working with our youth through Confirmation and in our church and someone who
would be accessible to our congregation. Our Executive Committee has selected our
Interim Pastor. We look forward to being able to sharing more information about that
soon.
Phase two is the Self-Study Process. We will explore our vision, our goals and our
hopes moving forward. This exploration will not only help in our search for a
minister, it will also serve as a snapshot of our church for any potential candidates.

Phase Three is the Interviewing Phase. We will be selecting a Call Committee in the
next few months to help guide us with this search. Please prayerfully consider your
willingness serving on this committee. More information on this process will be
shared as we approach the committee’s formation.

Phase Four is the Welcoming the New Pastor Phase.
I look forward to answering any questions. My number is (507) 732-7143. Don't
hesitate to have a talk with me or to contact me.

Respectfully,

Sue Flotterud

Contact us

For Urgent Matters
please contact

Church office

Sue Flotterud

507- 824-2457

(507)732-7143
For emergency Pastor
contacts see pg. 5

wanamingolutheran@yahoo.com
The Church Secretary, Michelle Wood,
can be reached at the above email address
or by calling (612) 810-4883.

WANAMINGO LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
December 7, 2021
Present: Pastor Chris Culuris, Tricia Bauer, Sue Flotterud, Laureen Otto, Karissa Wood, Mike Parrett
Absent: Teresa Gullickson
Pastor’s Report: Presented by Pastor Chris
Secretary’s Report: Presented by Karissa Wood
Treasurer’s Report: Presented by Laureen Otto
Memorial Fund: 5,670.85
Building Fund: 5,675.10
Mission Investment Fund: 50,142.67
Music Fund: 485.00
Old Business:
The annual meeting will be held on January 16, 2022 after the 9:00am service. There will be a potluck
brunch after the service, please bring a dish to pass.
There are still open positions on the ballot. We will continue to reach out to people who may be
interested.
New Business:
We created the proposed budget for 2022. This will be voted on at the annual meeting
We discussed the call process as Pastor Chris Culuris’ last day will be December 31, 2021. The synod
has suggested an interim pastor for us who Sue and Karissa will, with Trinity, interview on Sunday
12/12/2021.
Pastor Chris’ last Sunday service will be 12/26/2021. We will celebrate jointly with Trinity by having a
combined service at 9:00am that day, followed by a potluck brunch and send off!
We reviewed a bid from Liebenow waterproofing for the parsonage. We will discuss this with Trinity
and the work will be done while the home is vacant.
We thanked Pastor Chris for the last 11 years of service to our congregations!
Meeting Adjourned
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully Submitted by Karissa Wood

Youth and Families
Sunday School will resume on
January 9th @ 9:45am

Confirmation classes will
not be meeting until the
interim pastor starts.

Community News

Church Council
Jan. 12th
6:30pm
In the Church
Basement. Followed by
a joint council by a joint
council meeting at 7:30
@ Trinity

Quilters
Mondays 8:30am
at Trinity
Newcomers are
welcome!

Christian’s Hooked
with Love Prayer
Shawl ministries
January 11th
7 pm
At Irene Ree’s home:
540 E 5th Street ,
Wanamingo

Annual Meeting Information
WLC’s Annual Meeting will follow the 9:00am
service on
Jan. 16, 2022.

There are several positions that we will need to fill
for WLC's ballot.
(1)- 2-year term on Council;
(2) 3-year terms on Council;
(2)- Audit Committee; Financial Secretary- Linda Thoreson;
(3)- Education Committee: Karissa Wood, Jessica Stahman
and ??;
(2)- Worship Committee: Irene Ree and ??; Sunset Home
Delegates: Jim & Judy Davis;
(1) Couple for Christmas Decorating: Ben & Karissa Wood.

If anyone is interested in serving on Council or on a
Committee, please contact either Sue Flotterud or
Michelle Wood.

Following the 9am worship and
Annual Meeting on January 16th
there will be a potluck dinner.

Please Note:
Emergency contacts
Pastor David Krinke (507-732-5827) and Pastor Kathy
Lowery-Stordahl (507-271-5711) have agreed to be our
emergency contacts until the interim pastor is able to start.
Please contact one of them with any emergencies.

Readers and Ushers
Needed for
January, February and
March Services
Please sign up in the Narthex on the
sign-up sheets, or by contacting Sue
Flotterud or Karissa Wood

Stay

Connected
If we do not currently have your email
address and you'd like it entered in
Wanamingo Lutheran's database,
please email
wanamingolutheran@yahoo.com or call
the church office at 507-824-2457.

Dear WLC Members,
Please go online, join Facebook, and like our
church page. We’ve posted services, Bible studies and trivia!
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For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians
4:6 NRSV)
Perhaps it seems odd, but I have been thinking a lot about sorrow lately. This December and last brought with them the
unexpected deaths of people my husband and I have known and loved. We have now journeyed through two Advents
marked by grief.
In the midst of sitting in that grief, I have watched on Sunday mornings as the light on the Advent wreath grows. Many
of us name the Advent promises of hope, peace, joy, and love as the candles are lit. Often, we do not recognize that
those candles are sometimes ignited in the backdrop of loneliness, uncertainty, grief, and fear.
Indeed, all of those things have always mingled together. They were present at the moment of Christ’s birth, and they
are present in our lives still today.
As I have watched the light from the candles around the Advent wreath grow, I have thought about other candles we
often hold in sacred spaces. At baptism, we light a candle from the Christ candle and hand it to a sponsor of the newly
baptized, proclaiming, “Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven.”
I have been thinking a lot about the Christ light we each hold, whether literally in our baptismal candles or figuratively,
as the gospel takes hold of us and the light of Christ shines in our hearts and lives. I remember the way the light in a
room grows when we are all gathered in one space, holding our baptismal candles, our Christ lights, for one another to
see.
Indeed, many of us have Christmas memories of singing Silent Night as we pass the flame from one candle to the next.
As the light is shared, the sanctuary transforms, and a room full of individual lights becomes a space of communal
light.
As I think about the people I love who navigate the deepest seas of grief this season, I also think about the light of Christ
and the ways we are called and privileged to bear the Christ light for one another.
It is true that if there were only one light, and it was the light of Christ, it would be enough to break through the deepest
night. It is also true that as the number of candles grows, so too does the light. Sometimes it is through the work of God
in others, as they bear the light, that we see the light of Christ.
Dear church, this Christmas, I pray two things: first, that you would be surrounded, either in spirit or in the flesh, by a
host of people who hold the Christ light for you.
Second, I pray that all of us would bear the light that points to the “glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” I pray the
light we hold would indeed be the light of Christ and that the light would only grow as we each, individually and
communally, let our lights so shine before others that they may see and glorify the One who came… and is… and will
come again. The One who is the light of the world.
May the light of Christ shine brightly upon you and in you this Christmas season.
In Christ,
Bishop Regina Hassanally
Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA

WLC
130 West 3rd Street
P.O.BOX 318
Wanamingo, MN 55983
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